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that he is of your family. I philosophized about him, perhaps at his expense, and by the side of his delightful wit my syllogisms bear a very barbaric aspect, but in whom could they find more indulgence than in him whose refrains are theories, and who gave the wings of song to Philosophy ?
Beranger's Answer.
June 21, 1853.
I had not imagined, Sir, that a thesis could be so diverting and afford so much interest to ignoramuses of my description. I have changed my mind since reading the copy of yours which you have had the kindness to send me through my friend M. Arnould. Not only, Sir, have you changed my opinion concerning theses, but even that which I had formed respecting those gentlemen who are your judges. Those glories of Pedagogy appeared to me like great phantoms, eternally grave, who imposed fines upon each other if a smile hovered on their lips. Such is ignorance ! I speak of my own, of course, What fines you must have exposed them to pay, Sir, when putting before them, with so much real Science and such ingenious wit, all the beauties of that most perfect of our poets !
You have written a fine work in that language of
ours which our Academicians cannot always rightly
use ; in general, they prefer narrowing it down to ex-
tending it; there always is enough room for their ideas.
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